
Exploring the Thames and Severn Import Books 
During the early days of the Thames and Severn Canal the canal company ran its own trading 

company from Brimscombe Port. Every item coming into the warehouse there was recorded in an 

Import Book, and every item going out was recorded in an Export Book. Both these books had 

entries spread over two large folio pages. 

On the first page of the Import Book were recorded details of the Date of Arrival, the name and 

location of the Consignees who were to receive the goods when delivered, the Species of Goods 

consigned, and, for goods to be exported from Brimscombe, the Weight of the Goods recorded as 

tons, hundredweights, quarters and pounds. Where charges were to be applied within Brimscombe 

Port these were also recorded, but such charges were only applied in certain cases. 

 

The second page of the spread recorded the Weight of the Goods when they arrived at Brimscombe 

by boat, in tons, hundredweights, quarters and pounds, the Vessel Name(s) that they arrived in, the 

Owner of the vessel(s), the Master in charge of the vessel(s), From Whence the cargo arrived, and 

the clerk they were received by, which Folio their delivery was recorded in, which Folio their 

subsequent export was recorded in, and the Date when Goods are Delivered. 



The scale of the expected trade was obviously expected to be significant as there were also columns 

for recording the Number of the Warehouse and the Number of the Floor, but these columns do not 

seem to have been used. 

 

Not all of this information has been recorded in our summaries, which record the Date the goods 

arrived, where the goods had arrived from (From Where), the Consignee (For), Where the consignee 

was located, the Cargo received, and the tonnage (to the nearest hundredweight). 

 

The separation of the Consignee details into name and place has allowed us to analyse the tonnages 

sent to specific places and to specific customers. 



 

 


